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congested. Chest : No ecchymosis under the integuments of
the sternum; the cartilages of the ribs were ossified, and re-
quired to be sawn through; the lungs were pallid and mottled;
there were adhesions of the pleura to the ribs on the right
side. The heart was healthy; the left ventricle was empty,
but the right ventricle was full of fluid blood. Head: Under
the scalp there was a large, thick mass of coagulated blood,
covering fully two-thirds of the surface of the skull; the peri-
cranium was much tumefied. There was a fracture which ex-
tended from the posterior part of the left parietal bone into
the sagittal suture, thence into the right parietal bone, and
thence into the frontal bone, where it diverged into two frac-
tures. There was extensive extravasation of blood upon the
right hemisphere of the brain, and a much slighter extra-
vasation on the superior surface; the anterior portion of the
right hemisphere of the brain was much lacerated.

CASES OF ANIMAL POISONING.

CASE 1. Nov. 6th, 1853.-William B--, a black man,
aged about twenty-eight, bought some white crabs at the
market-place, Falmouth, on the 5th inst., and he and his wife
partook of them. The crabs had been already cooked. They
both started for their home at about three P.M., and when they
reached Deeside, a village about twelve miles distant, the man
complained of acute pains in his bowels. Severe purging and
vomiting came on, accompanied with bloody evacuations. He

managed to crawl on to Liberty, a small settlement about two o
miles further on, but was compelled to stop there. The symp-
toms continued, and he died in great agony about eleven o’clock
on the same night. A coroner’s inquest was deemed neces-
sary, and I was required to make a post-mortem examination
of the body. The heart, lungs, liver, and spleen were in a
healthy condition; the stomach contained a small quantity of
well-digested matter, amongst which were small particles
which very much resembled the flesh of shell-fish; the mucous
coat of the stomach was abundantly studded with red patches,
some of them as large as a sixpence. These inflammatory
patches increased both in size and comparative number, as the
dissection was proceeded with. The intestines contained a
large quantity of palish sanguineous fluid. There was no ulce-
ration in any part of the canal. From these appearances, and
the history of the case, I had little hesitation in giving my
opinion that the man died from having partaken of deleterious
food; and a verdict to this effect was accordingly returned.
The man’s wife, who had partaken of the boiled crabs with

him, was also seized with purging and vomiting, although not
to such an extent.

CASE 2. March 7th, 1854.-I was this day summoned to
attend a coroner’s inquest at Bunker’s-hill, in this parish, in
the matter of a young black woman, who had died in great
pain a short time after eating some fresh pork. I made a post-
mortem examination, and found nearly all the appearances
which are presented when death results from animal poisoning.

Several other persons partook of the same pork without any
inconvenience to themselves.
CASE 3. Oct. 19th, 1857.-A. M-, Esq., of this town, a

tall, well-built, and rather plethoric man, of about thirty-eight
years of age, partook at breakfast of preserved lobsters, which
are usually exported in tins. He passed the day tranquilly,
dined heartily, and retired to rest in his usual health. On the
following morning, he again ate of the same shell.fish, a por-
tion of which had been kept over night. In about three hours
afterwards, I was hurriedly sent for, and found him in the fol-
lowing condition :-He was extremely pale, and his counte-
nance expressed great anxiety. The skin was very cold to the
touch, and covered with a clammy perspiration. He was suf-

fering very much from tormina and writhing; he repeatedly
bent himself double. There was severe purging, first of faecal
matter, and then of large quantities of a sanguinolent fluid,
almost every five minutes. The prostration was extreme.
An emetic of potassio-tartrate of antimony with ipecacuanha
speedily induced vomiting, which was liberally encouraged by
mustard and warm water given in large quantities every five
minutes. When the stomach had been evacuated of all its
contents, a large dose of castor oil was administered, which
was retained. The acute pains still continuing, were relieved
by small doses of chloroform suspended in gum mucilage, given
internally. Fever soon came on, which was combated with
calomel and opium, and other appropriate remedies. Mr. M--
recovered slowly after having been confined to bed for four
days. For a considerable time afterwards, his appearance de-
noted the severe shock which his constitution had received.

(To be continued.)

REPORT OF A CASE OF

ARREST OF DEVELOPMENT, IN WHICH
THERE WAS ENTIRE ABSENCE OF THE
VAGINA.

BY CHARLES COATES, M.D.,
PHYSICIAN TO IHE BATH GENERAL HOSPITAL.

THE following case came under my care, a short time ago, at
the Eastern Dispensary of this city :-

A. E-, a servant of all work, aged twenty-nine, un-

married, was admitted a patient, suffering from dyspepsia and
general debility. She was of middle stature, fair complexion,
rather above the average degree of stoutness, and had the
peculiar waxy look of the chlorotic.
She stated that for the last thirteen or fourteen years she

had not enjoyed good health, though never suffering from any
acute disease. She had been unequal to laborious work or much
exertion, and in consequence had been obliged to relinquish
several good situations. It was at this period of puberty that
her health began to decline, and she then suffered from severe
pain in the head and back; from that time to the period
when I saw her she had a regular recurrence of these symptoms.
every month, generally lasting from three to four days, and
then gradually subsiding. She had never menstruated. For
several years past she had been under the constant care of
different medical men, taking all kinds of medicine for the in-
duction of menstruation, without the slightest effect. Accord-
ing to her- own account, she had been an out-patient at a public
institution for nearly seven years, but had derived little if any
benefit. The true nature of her complaint seems not to have-
been suspected, as she stated that a vaginal examination had
never been either made or proposed.
Such is the brief history of this patient up to the time when

she first came under my care. I made a most careful examina-
tion of both the chest and abdomen, but failed to discover
any abnormal peculiarity in either, save an only partial de-
velopment of the mammas, which had more the feeling of
adipose tissue than glandular structure. As all the uncom-
fortable feelings complained of were evidently connected with
the non-appearance of the menses, and I suspected that an
arrest of development existed in some of the organs of

generation, she was induced to submit to a vaginal exami-
nation, which elicited the following peculiarities :-Externally
the mons veneris and labia majora were well developed. On

separating the latter, the clitoris, which was of normal size,
was brought into view; but the meatus urinarius could not be
seen in its natural position at the base of the vestibulum. At
a quarter of an inch below the latter were two rudimentary
nymphae, enclosing a small opening with a crescentic margin,
not unlike that of a hymen, which, on closer examination, and
on the introduction of a catheter, proved to be the true orifice-
of the urethra. This canal, rather wider than natural, was
fully two inches long, not a trace of vagina could be discovered,
the meatus being only one-eighth of an inch from the four.
chette. The length of the perinssum was one inch and a.
quarter. On examination per rectum, a small body, probably
a rudimentary uterus, about the size of a common garden bean,
was found to exist, and was movable between the rectum and.
bladder. The right ovary, of normal size, could be distinctly
felt ; the left either was not present, or was too high up to be
reached with the finger. On introducing a catheter into the
bladder, neither a rudimentary vagina, nor even the space for
one, was found to exist, the neck of this apologetic uterus
seeming to wedge itself between the urethra and rectum.
Such was the result elicited by two careful examinations at

different times, which also unfortunately proved the utter-

hopelessness of this poor creature being relieved by any opera-
tive procedure. She confessed to having felt sexual desire, and
had had several offers of marriage, but knowing that some
peculiarity existed in her generative functions, she had not
ventured to accept any of them.
During the periodic attacks, I prescribed saline aperients

and sedatives, from which she derived much relief; and in the
intervals iron, under which treatment her general health greatly
improved. The only prospect I could hold out of permanent
relief was her arrival at the climacteric period of life, when it
is possible she may regain as good a state of health as she en-
joyed before puberty. 

Bath, June, 1858.


